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" BYDICK STARTZ

Spectal to The Ttmes o ‘
: NCHAIN Seattle schools' B

adult could force the doors open.

Perhaps this sounds overly melodra- -
: maue but chaining shuf fire exits, put-
ting children at risk, is so. stumungly

idiotic that strong words are warranted.
Let me be precise about what I know.

- First, Tm a public-school parent: I have
. not made & scientific survey of all Seattle
schools. I have frequently been. inside °

three:of them, an elementary, middle

“school and a hlgh school, for all the usu-
.al ‘reasons that bnng a parent to visit

school

Plckmg up my daughter from a pro~ 3
gram at school this summer, T was. at
- first amused ‘that the kids’ favored exit
.. method was to open a window and j jump -
- out. Hearing the explanation -that . the - -
nearby doors were chained shut ended - ,
People need to- leave a bulldmg when»
‘the building is burning. ;

‘Here’s - the' ' nub of - the problem ‘
“Schools have good reasons for not let- "

my amusemeiit, and .made ‘me realize .-
that, like: most- parents,’ I Just ‘take fire .

- safety for granted

: Thinking back in: tlme here’s what I

- have observed over more than adecade: -

‘ ODurmg scheduled activities out51de

- of regular school hours, some exits aré;

unchained, others are chamed and im-’
passable ‘Sometimes, ‘most ex1ts are

’,chamed sometimes not.

‘e During times whena school is llghtly

. populated most exits are chained shut.

It is safe to lock people out of a pubhc

& bulldmg It is not safe to lock people in.

~ You see, it is the practice of the -

- Qs Seattle School District to use
. heavy chains to'lock exit‘doors from the
. inside-at ‘various ‘hours. of the day and "
night. In case of fite, no.child could force .~
the doors -open:. For ‘that matter, no' -

ting people into a bulldmg There’s af- .

~ tetr-hours ‘theft; ‘and nowadays;, sadly,
~‘we don’t want adults to-have access to
_ classrooms w1thout ﬁrst checklng in at

the school office.

‘Door locks. are - supposed to perrmt ‘
“easy exit while preventing' entry. We've .
all seen thie “panic bats” found on practi- -
‘cally every door of every public build~ :
fmg The doors can be Iocked or not on

llockmg school e}ﬂ; doors
puts cthdren at rlsk‘ S

the outs1de Elther way, _]llSt a push on -
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the bar opens the door from the inside. :

dnfortunately, some school bulldrngv __"_

doors are old and the | panic bars are no

longer secure. Chauung the doors shut A
. ‘may be a converuent ﬁx but it’s Stl.ll a

.- badidéa. U
' There.are c1rcumstances under wh1ch_ .
_ chaining the doors does: comply withthe |
fire code, There are cornphcated riles”
mvolvmg how many people are in the |

bu1ld1ng, whether ail or part. of a build-

; ing isin'use, and how many ex1ts are left '
_ unchamed e ’

Frankly, the staff in 1nd1v1dual schools )

- are experts in education. They shouldn’t

be expected to know the ﬁne -points of‘ -

the fire code.

- To.be on the safe s1de dump the
chams Unchauung doors is not a hard

call.

d1stnct is moving in- the nght dn'ectron

In the meantime, i you're a parent or'

‘a teachier; or just awisitor to a ‘schiool,

~ there’s something you can do'to help. i :
you seée a door or a'locked’ gate that
would bé unsafe in case of a fire, pick up
.the phone and report it to the dlstnct of-__ -

ﬁce or to the Seattle fire marshal

chk Startz is a Seattle Publlc ‘
‘Schools parent and also the Cas-
3 tor. Professor. of Economics and

-Robert & Larina Davis Distiri-

of Washmgton Hecanbe - .
reached at EconCol@u washmg
“ton edu )

-‘The School Dlstrlct knows about the
‘ situation — it has been brought to offi- -
‘cials’attention — and the central admin--
istration-is. workmg to reduce risks. The -

guished Scholar at the Umversxty B




